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YEAR LONG COURSES

BAND - Students who select “Band” as an elective class will be placed in an ability-based band class
(Symphonic Band or Concert Band) based  *One year of band experience is a prerequisite for this
course. Symphonic Band and Concert Band continue to stress the fundamentals of playing an
instrument and music literacy skills.

JAZZ BAND - *A signature from the Band Director is required for admission to this class.

ADVANCED CHOIR – **One year of choir/singing experience is recommended for this course. This is a
year-long course open to all 8th grade students. No audition is required. However, students interested in
joining this class must have made a positive contribution to their 6th grade choir class or 7th grade choir
class.  The primary focus of this class is development of choral music skills through use of the singing
voice. Students will read, perform, and analyze music as well as identify and define musical terminology
and concepts. Students participate in multiple performance opportunities including the State Choral
Performance Assessment, Fall and Spring Concerts as well as other performances. Interested students
are eligible to audition for the Alabama All-State Choir and the Young Voices Festival Choirs.

SHOW CHOIR – *A signature from the choral director is required for admission to this class. This is a
year-long course for those 7th and 8th grade students selected by audition for “Cadence” Show Choir.
Cadence is a choral ensemble that focuses on the development of choral musicianship through use of
ensemble choreography and mastery of performance skills in vocal technique. Students will practice and
master all performance aspects of the year’s competition show and compete with that show as well as
prepare for multiple standard choral performances. Students will read, perform, and analyze music as
well as identify and define musical terminology and concepts. Multiple performance opportunities
include: four show choir competitions throughout the southeast, the State Choral Performance
Assessment, Fall and Spring Concerts as well as other performances. Interested students are encouraged
to audition for and participate in the Alabama All-State Choir and the Young Voices Festival Choirs as
well.

SPANISH I - This year-long course counts as a “high school” credit and is an excellent choice for
conscientious students who wish to get a head start in a foreign language or who wish to take advanced
Spanish in high school. Spanish I will develop the student’s basic proficiency in listening, reading,
speaking and writing Spanish. He/she will also learn about Spanish culture as it is lived in various places
throughout the world today. It encourages the continuation of more advanced levels of the
language.You can get college credit in passing the IB Spanish exam in your 4th year of Spanish and the
AP Spanish exam in your 5th year of Spanish.

FRENCH I - This year-long course counts as a “high school” credit and is an excellent choice for
conscientious students who wish to get a head start in a foreign language or who wish to take advanced
French in high school.  French I will develop the student’s basic proficiency in listening, reading,
speaking and writing French.  He/she will also learn about French culture as it is lived in various places
throughout the world today.



ADVANCED DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY - This year-long 8th grade course is reserved for students that
have an expressed interest in expanding their Photographic & Photo-Manipulation skills as it relates to
personal artistic expression. Students taking this course will be responsible for having access to their
own camera, considering a large portion of photo-project material will need to be shot from outside the
school environment. We will, however, continue to shoot on campus and in the photo-studio for all
projects. Class time will be focused on mastering intermediate photographic techniques and advanced
Adobe Photoshop manipulation skills. Projects will include explorations in Film Photography,
Photo-Animation, Photo-Career Exploration, Creative Photo-Design, Sculptural Photography & more.
Students will have the opportunity to submit their top photographs to various contests and art shows
throughout the year. *Admission to this class is limited & will be determined by your performance in
the 7th grade course and your expressed interest. See Mr. Doss in room B202 for more information.

COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES
Computer Science Discoveries is a full-year introductory computer science survey course for students.
The course takes a wide lens on computer science by covering topics such as programming, physical
computing, HTML/CSS, and data. Students are empowered to create authentic artifacts and engage
with CS as a medium for creativity, communication, problem solving, and fun.

SEMESTER COURSES

COMPUTER SCIENCE 8 - The course takes a focused approach to computer science by covering topics
such as creative computing with Javascript, physical computing, Python, and HTML/CSS.  Students
engage with computer science as a medium for creativity, communication, problem solving, and fun.
The course inspires students to use computational thinking to solve problems, create apps, games, and
program  physical computing devices.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 8 - This course expands on student’s understanding of the technical and
artistic aspects of digital photography and image manipulation. Students will become proficient in the
use of their digital cameras as well as studio equipment and various image editing software. Students
will edit photos using Windows Photos, Polarr and work to learn Adobe Photoshop. This course will
evaluate the incorporation of the elements of art and principles of design into an artwork, as well as
compositional strategies. Students should have a basic level of computer knowledge and interest in
learning the art of photography. *This course requires a digital camera, or at very least access to your
own SD memory card.

THEATRE 8 - Students will explore how modern theatre-makers use the theatre arts to tell stories that
teach us about ourselves, our communities and our history.  Through watching plays, writing short plays
and producing a short film, students will see how theatre is a tool for impacting the world around them.

STAGECRAFT 8- Stagecraft is a hands-on technical theatre class. Using the script for the play in
production, we analyze,  plan, and  create technical support for the show, while learning the basics of
many tech theatre specialties, including set design and scenic painting, costume design, light and
sound design, and prop-making. No on-stage performance, but interested students will be eligible to
work as crew chiefs for the fall and spring productions.

ART 8 - In eighth grade art, students express themselves creatively through drawing, graphics, sculpting,
painting, metalwork, 3D ceramic sculpture, and jewelry to develop art skills and concepts. Composition,
technique, the elements and principles of design, and attention-to-detail are explored. Art history, art
appreciation, problem solving, and critical thinking are integrated into lessons.



ADVANCED ART 8 - Students will continue with another semester of art. Composition, design, value
studies and color theory will be reinforced in each lesson. Students will have opportunities to make
personal choices in materials and techniques.  Students will prepare for the art courses offered at the
high school level. Students must sign up for ART 8 1st Semester in order to take ADV ART 2nd
Semester.

ENGINEERING 8 – Students will use technology and skills to solve engineering design problems. Today’s
students have grown up in an age of “green” choices. In this class students learn how to apply this
concept to the fields of architecture and construction by exploring dimensioning, measuring, and
architectural sustainability as they design affordable housing units using Autodesk’s® 3D architectural
design software.

TECH ED 8 - Technical Education 8 is a semester-long elective course offered to 8th graders that
introduces and nurtures student interest in future careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) fields.  Focusing on educational robotics, this course provides students with
hands-on and engaging ways to learn design, engineering, and technology. Students taking this course
are active participants in designing their learning, as well as creators of computational artifacts.

DEBATE 8 - This semester course is like a mini debate team without the tryouts.  Students who sign up
for this course will have the opportunity to showcase in either state and/or national mock congressional
hearing competitions.  This class will also review other forms of debate like impromptu debate and
Lincoln-Douglas debate.  Students who love debating and would like to practice and learn about
different types of debate, and students who plan to try out for debate once they get to high school
should find this class rewarding.

SPECIAL NEEDS HELPER – This is a semester course for students. A special needs helper will work with
students with disabilities. Some disabilities may include speech, language impairments, autism, down
syndrome, and mild to moderate cognitive impairments. Duties may include: Helping students with
academic and social skills learning, developing a positive relationship with students by role modeling
how to interact with peers and teachers. Special needs helpers may participate with students during
academics, lunch, PE, cooking times, field trips, or other fun activities. A special needs helper must
display interpersonal skills by being motivated, patient, caring, helpful, and be a positive role model
while using humor.

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
(Board policy, 6.6) No student will be unlawfully excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity offered or
sponsored by the Board on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, disability, creed, national origin, sex, immigrant or migrant status, non-English speaking ability, or homeless status.
All career and technical education opportunities are offered to all students regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability. The district also provides equal access to the
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.                                                                                                                                                                                           4/8/19




